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The NILS 

• Longitudinal database of people and their major life events 
based on existing data sources 

• Health card data linked to Census and administrative data 
• Sample members selected based on birth date 
• 104 birth dates  

– c.28% sample 
– c.500,000 people 

• Two similar record linkage studies are available (ONS-LS, 
SLS) and the NILS works with these and CALLS 

• NIMS 1991, 2001 & 2011: 100% sample 
– Death data linked to Census data 

 



ONS Longitudinal Study Scottish Longitudinal Study Northern Ireland Longitudinal Study 

Study sample 1% of the population of England & Wales 5% of the population of Scotland 28% of the population of Northern Ireland 

Records from 2001 Census 540,000 260,000 452,600 

Records from 2011 Census >950,000 N/A 477,800 

Censuses in the study 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001, 2011 1991, 2001 1991, 2001, 2011 

Academic user support  

 

Centre for Longitudinal Study Information 

& User Support, UCL 

Scottish Longitudinal Study Development 

& Support Unit, University of St. Andrews 

Northern Ireland Longitudinal Study 

Research Support Unit, QUB 

Census data available Complete census data for study members 

and for people living in the same 

household as a study member 

Complete census data for study members 

and for people living in the same 

household as a study member 

Complete census data for study members 

and for people living in the same 

household as a study member 

Event data available Civil registration system 

• Births of sample members  

• Births to sample mothers 

• Stillbirths / Infant deaths  

• Deaths of sample members 

• Widow(er)hoods 

NHS Central Register 

• Immigration 

• Emigration 

• Minor events 

Cancer registries 

• Cancer data 

Civil registration system 

• Births of sample members 

• Births to sample mothers 

• Births to sample fathers 

• Stillbirths / Infant deaths 

• Marriages 

• Deaths of sample members 

• Widow(er)hoods 

NHS Central Register 

• Immigration 

• Emigration 

Scottish Govt. Education Directorate 

• School level education data 

including attendance, 

exclusions, attainment and 

qualifications 

Other data available, subject to 

approval 

• Hospital episodes 

• Maternity data 

• Cancer data 

Civil registration system 

• Births of sample members 

• Births to sample mothers 

• Births to sample fathers 

• Deaths of sample members 

 

Health card registration system 

• Immigration 

• Emigration 

• Internal migration 

 

Land & Property Services 

• Housing data 

 

Health & Social Care 

• Health data linked in one-off 

distinct linkage projects (e.g. 

prescription data, dental 

treatments) subject to approval 



Access to the NILS 

• Approved Researchers 

• Approved Projects 

• Researchers must access the data in NISRA’s secure 
environment 

• Research proposal criteria (1) – the research must have 
relevance to Health & Social Care 

• NILS uses the WHO definition of health – ‘a state of 
complete mental, physical and social wellbeing’ 

• Research proposal criteria (2) – the research must have a 
longitudinal aspect 



The NILS-RSU supports researchers by: supervising the secure environment; 
helping researchers make applications; promoting NILS-based research through 
seeking new users and policy engagement; building capacity 



NILS & NIMS Datasets 

Health Data 
28 

Downloads 
Apr 2001 –  
Oct 2014 

1991 Census 

2001 Census 

2011 Census 

NILS Births 
1991-2013 

LPS 
Data 

Births to NILS 
Mothers 

1991-2013  

Births to NILS 
Fathers 

1991-2013 

Deaths  
1991-2013 

Deaths  
1991-2001 

Census 1991 

NIMS91 

Deaths  
2011-2013 

Census 2011 

NIMS11 

Deaths  
2001-2011 

Census 2001 

NIMS01 



Growth of the NILS dataset 

• The NILS started with the 2001 Census and 
subsequent vital events and address changes 

• With the additions of the 1991 & 2011 Census 
links it is now possible to look at the transitions 
of people and places between 1991 and 2011 

• Themes that can be considered include 
– Labour market transitions (economic status, 

occupation) 
– Housing transitions (tenure change and health) 
– Demographic transitions (health status, religion, 

marital status) 



Future development of the NILS 

• Other themes that can be researched include  
– Fertility 

– Mortality (NIMS) 

– Migration – internal and moves into and out of NI 

• The utility of the NILS will increase further later 
this year with the 1981 Census being linked to 
the NILS – 4 Censuses and 30 years of data 

• These will mean that long-term social and 
demographic change can be described and 
analysed 



NILS Sample size for Analysis 

439,565 456,290 485,185 

356,111 

371,998 

287,200 

1 Census 

1991 2001 2011 

2 Censuses 

3 Censuses 
 

504,752 538,625 NILS Members 

 153,443 Births of Babies 
155,554 Births to Mums 
 136,817 Births to Dads 

 94,784 Deaths 

Vital Events 

616,413 Address Changes Migration Events 

493,681 

305,730 305,730 



Supporting Documentation 

• NILS Data Dictionary 

• Metadata Document 

• Searchable Data Dictionary 

• Census 2011 Variables Overview  

• Working Papers 

• Imputation Rates Paper 



Contact Details 
 

@NILSRSU 

 www.nils-rsu.census.ac.uk 

nils-rsu@qub.ac.uk 

http://icons.webtoolhub.com/icon-n5336f15164-detail.aspx
http://www.nils-rsu.census.ac.uk/
http://www.nils-rsu.census.ac.uk/
http://www.nils-rsu.census.ac.uk/

