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Evidence Brief 

(1 page: which may be used for dissemination by HSC R&D Division) 

 Why did we start?  

 

(The need for the PPI 

initiative 

and/or 

Why the work was 

commissioned/or 

Purpose of attending 

event/conference if a 

PPI representative)  

VOICE 2025 - Vision on Information, Confidence and Engagement Course is an 
intensive course that provides unparalleled opportunity for PPI representatives such 
as Christine Campbell and Frances McGreevy (members of NI Cancer Research 
Consumer Forum) to learn from leading researchers and clinicians in seminar and, 
uniquely, in a hands-on laboratory settings. An array of topics in cancer research 
are covered, increasing confidence in patient advocacy with the objective of 
enhancing effective partnership working in cancer research. The course also offers 
an excellent opportunity to meet with cancer patient advocate peers.   

 What did we do?  
 
(Methods-Please 
comment on how your 
initiative/or 
attendance at 
event/conference met 
any of the UK Public 
Involvement 
Standards) 

Course content included:  
  Cancer biology- what cancer is, how it is caused, how it develops and how it is detected 
and treated  
  Time in the research laboratories to help build understanding  
  Understanding of different types of cancers- current understanding, new research 
technologies and the biology of different cancers  
  Research terminology and study design  
  How to read and interpret scientific papers 
 Opportunities to pose questions to leading cancer biology researchers and senior 
academics. 
 Networking sessions with fellow course attendees to discuss own experiences and share 
patient advocate knowledge  

 What answer did we 
get?  
 
(Please state the 
outcome of this 
initiative/and/or what 
was/you gained from 
this event or 
conference as a PPI 
representative) 

Outcomes were: Specialist knowledge and experience gained through the course / Informal learning 
gained through networking with course peers who are experienced cancer research patient 
advocates / Wider impact including onward shared learning to other members of the NICRCF / 
Learning regarding future training and VOICE opportunities / Encouraged attendance of VOICE by 
other NICRCF members and broader PPI research community on the Island of Ireland.   

A presentation about the course and what was learnt, was delivered to NICRCF members 
18 September 2026, and also circulated across the mailing list of over 60 members.  

"Being able to actively participate in VOICE has given me a renewed sense of purpose. 

Knowing my lived experience can guide discoveries that bring hope to others means so 

much to me personally as a cancer patient and advocate. I have gained a profound respect 

for Research and Researchers and the vital role it plays across the cancer pathway which 

me and many others are on" Christine Campbell.   

   

 What should be done 
now?  
 
(Practice/Policy 
Implications and/or 
Recommendations for 
PPI) 

On-going support and benefits from the VOICE course have supported the all-
island initiative ‘VOICE Ireland’ course, being developed in conjunction with 
Independent Cancer Patient Voice (ICPV) who collaborate with Barts, and VOICE  
Ireland receives administrative support from AICRI and financial support from 
various organisations. The first course on the island is due to take place in August 
2026 About — AICRI 
  

 

 
 

https://www.aicri.org/voice-ireland

