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Introduction 

• The TESA DRI Project 
 

• The Peer Researcher Role 
 

• The Experiences of Peer Researchers 



Research Aims 

To explore the 
perspectives of 

PLWD who live in 
person-centred 

supported, 
technology enriched 
housing schemes, 

their family and paid 
employees at the 

facilities.  



Research Design 

PPI: 
Peer 
Researchers 

Literature 
Review 

Dissemination 



Patient and Public Involvement 
 



What is a Peer Researcher? 

• A person who… 



The Importance of Peer Researchers 

• Building infrastructure in NI 
• Bridge gap between 

learned knowledge versus 
experiential knowledge 

• Facilitate the role of peer 
researcher 

• Meaningful role in research 
• Increased credibility for 

research findings 

• Get a voice 
• Feel more comfortable 
• Relate to peer group 
• Empowerment 

• Capacity building 
• Relate to peer group 
• Experiential knowledge 
• Diverse population 
• Active role in research 

Peer 
researchers 

Participants 
living with 
dementia 

Important 
factors TESA-DRI 



Peer Researcher Role in TESA 

Final meeting 

Validate Data Analysis Evaluation of experience 

Interviews 

Debrief of session Outcomes workshop 

Training 

Debrief of session Feedback Form 



Peer Researchers 

Recruitment Demographics 

Motivation 



Peer Researcher Training 

2 Day Training Course 
Peer reviewed 

N=7 completed 



• PR ranged from between 1-6 interviews each from a total of 22 interviews 

Data Collection 

Steps to enhance 
participation 
 
- Flexibility 
- Transportation 
- No payment but 
lunch included 
- Supportive 
relationship with 
project researcher 



Debrief Outcome 



Debrief Outcome 



• Read interview transcripts 
 

• Group discussion of themes 
 

• Shown coding framework 
 

• Generated themes 

Data Validation 
5 peer researchers took part in validation 

Context 

External 
Factors 

Internal 
Factors 



Peer Researcher Experience Evaluation 
5 PR completed the evaluation form 
All five PR were interested in volunteering in future projects 
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Peer Researcher Experience Evaluation 



Researchers Experience 



 
 

• Inform future training 
 
• More involvement 

 
• Focus groups commitment 

 
• Create a peer researcher network  

 
• Measure impact 

Lessons Learnt 
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