
 
 
 
 
 

What has BreastCheck achieved to date? 
 

Dr Therese Mooney 
Head of Programme Evaluation Unit 

National Screening Service 
200 Parnell St, Dublin 1 

 
therese.mooney@screeningservice.ie 

 



Content 

• Results for BreastCheck over last 8 years (since programme became 
National) 

• Overview of age-extension of BreastCheck 
• Outcomes and impacts of breast screening 

 



 



No. of Women invited and screened by 
BreastCheck from 2008 to 2016 
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Overall Eligible Uptake Rate from 2008 
to 2016 
 

77.4% 75.7% 73.9% 74.5% 71.4% 70.2% 
76.5% 74.7% 75.1% 

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 u

pt
ak

e 

Year 
Uptake Rate Standard >=70%



Eligible Uptake Rate for Initial, Subsequent 
and Previous Non-Attenders from 2008 to 
2016 
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Numbers and types of breast cancer 
diagnosed by BreastCheck 2008 to 2016 
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BreastCheck age-range extension 

• From 2000-2015 eligible age-range 50-64 
• From 2016 eligible age-range 50-69 

 
• Phased implementation 
 2016 -  50% 65 year olds 
 2017 – 50% 65 year olds + 50% 66 year olds 
 2018 – 50% 66 year olds + 50% 67 year olds 
 2019 – 50% 67 year olds + 50% 68 years olds 
 2020 – 50% 68 year olds + 50% 69 year olds 



BreastCheck Age extension plan 
2016-2020 
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Extra workload 

Over 80,000 additional women over 5 years 



BreastCheck Age Extension Review: Women 
Aged 65 + Years from 2015 to 2017       
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Impact of breast cancer screening 

• More screen-detected cancers 
• “Increased incidence” 
• Stage-shift 
• Improved survival 
• Mortality reduction 

 



More screen detected breast 
cancers  

Source: NCRI Cancer trends No. 29 Breast cancer 



“Apparent” increase in incidence 

Source: Cancer in Ireland 1994-2014: Annual Report of the National Cancer Registry 



Stage shift 

Source: NCRI Cancer trends No. 29 Breast cancer 



Survival 

Source: Cancer in Ireland 1994-2014: Annual Report of the National Cancer Registry 



NCRI Breast Cancer Report 2012 

• Cases who presented through screening had significantly better survival than those who 
presented symptomatically.  

• Censoring date 21/12/2009 

• Adjusted for age, stage, grade, smoking, deprivation & residence 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 



Mortality reduction 

Source: Cancer in Ireland 1994-2015 with estimates for 2015-2017:  
              Annual Report of the National Cancer Registry  





Methodology and Findings 

• Compared outcomes between East of country (Region 1) where 
screening was introduced in 2000 with west and south of country 
(Region 2) where screening was introduced in 2008. 
 

• Breast cancer mortality in Region 1 was 9% lower than in Region 2. 
• Expect full benefit to be higher over time 
• 7% reduction in advanced breast cancers (stage II-IV) in Region 1 

compared to Region 2 



Summary 

• Results for BreastCheck over last 8 years  
• Overview of age-extension of BreastCheck 
• Impacts of breast cancer screening 

 
 
Thank You 
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